Chapter Eight

The Head of the Union

'While I live and breathe,
I mean to save the Union if I can,
And by whatever means my hands can find
Under the Constitution.'

STEPHEN VINCENT BENKT: John Brown's Body.

HPHE Presidency of the United States is in
JL modern times the greatest secular office to
which a man may be elected by the free votes of
his fellows. It has not always been so. Many
forces have operated to make it what it is now,
Not least among them was the tenure of the
office by Abraham Lincoln himself. Lincoln
stands with Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson,
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt as,
one of the men who, by their own holding of the
office, made the Presidency a greater office than
it had been before. This does not mean that
their successors necessarily lived up to the poten-
tialities of the office. In many cases they proved
to be weak and unimpressive. But the office
itself became greater through the work of these
great Presidents and it gave greater opportuni-
ties to men even of ordinary intelligence and
honest, energetic ability. It is of some interest,
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